The Catholic Communities of
Most Holy Redeemer, Ogema
St. Benedict, White Earth
St. Theodore, Ponsford

Office:

106 Ontario St. PO Box 57 Ogema, MN 56569
218-983-3261, owep@arvig.net
Whiteearthcatholiccommunity.org
Office Hours T-W-Th 8am to noon

Staff:
Fr. Solomon Gaja, OMI, Administrator
cell: 210-548-7916 sgaja@omiusa.org
Don Dalve, MHR Bookkeeper
Janet Lhotka, Coordinator of Religious Education
Kitty Boberg, Parish Secretary Cell 218 902-1412

Oblate White Earth Pastoral Ministry Team

3148 230" Ave, Waubun, PO Box 128 56589
Fr. John Cox, OMI Phone: 218-473-2005 ext. 106
Fr. Solomon Gaja, OMI 218-473-2005 ext. 102

The Diocesan Victims Assistance Coordinator is Cindy Hulst,
LSW. If you have been a victim of sexual misconduct by a
representative of the Diocese of Crookston, please call 218-
895-7895. All calls are confidential.

Sacramental Care
For sacramental emergencies, or if you or someone
you know or about to undergo surgery or feel the
need for the Anointing of the Sick, please call or text
Fr. Solomon.

Marriage: Couples desiring to be married should
contact the pastor nine months before the intended
celebration.

Infant baptism can be celebrated anytime though a
class may be required of the parents or guardians.
For adult baptism or Confirmation please contact the
pastor.

Reconciliation is offered before mass or by request.

2nd Sunday of Ordinary time Year A

St. Theodore ~ Ponsford
Parish Council Meeting: 2™ Saturday of the month

St. Benedict-White Earth
January Church Cleaner: Volunteers

Most Holy Redeemer
Church Cleaners (Jan): Sandy & Bob Haverkamp, Melissa &
Jerred lJirava, Linda lJirava, Donna Lefebvre, & Kathy Clark

Pope Leo XIV Prayer intention of the month of January: For
Prayer with the Word of God. Let us pray that praying with
the word of God be nourishment for our lives and a source of
hope in our communities, helping us to build a more fraternal
and missionary Church.

Coffee & Rolls Sunday January 18 will be Group 3:

Barb Hoban, Merry Teiken, Mary Vasecka, Kelly Mindt,
Katie Shequen, Michelle Heisler, Melissa Jirava, Linda Jirava,
Margaret Lefebvre, & Angie Lefebvre.

I will be out of the Office Wed January 21 for second
cataract surgery. My Schedule this week will Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday. 8am to noonish. Kitty Boberg

Thank all who help take down Christmas decoration. Parishner
who purchased Poinsettia if you would like to pick yours up
there on the table in the dining area.

FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP

THE Minnesota Precinct Caucuses will take place on Tuesday
February 3™, at 7pm. Visit the Mn Catholic Conference for a
helpful How-To-Guide or to find caucus location,
www.mncatholic.org/caucus/

“In the Catholic Tradition, responsible citizenship is a
virtue, and participation in political life is a moral
obligation.” U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops



Mass Intentions
: Sat Jan 17 4pm SIT | People of the Parishes

Collect of the \'
Sun Jan 18 9 am MHR +Carol Zawislak of ,’;‘;; :. ('jt;tt : '.} .:
11 am STB | +Mariella Welle of Unbors Children
Mon Jan 19 NO MASS God our Creator, -
| we give thanks to you,
| Tues Jan 20 830am MHR Deceased Sodality members ;‘,’:;";*3';? :‘; ;’ne‘part
. . the breath of life
_Wed Jan 21 830am MHR +Lois Wie bolt a5 you form sech of us
Thu Jan 22 830am MHR Dave Caspers in our mother’s womb;
- — grant, we pray, that we whom you have
| Fri Jan 23 830am MHR Deceased Oblates made stewards of creation,

{ may remain falthful to this sacred trust
Sat Jan 24

Sun Jan 25

4pm STT | Melvin & Rose & Family |
‘ 9 am MHR ‘ Deceased Family members of

Milo Hoban

1lam STB +Carol Zawislak

Stewardship
MHR: Collection 1/11: Env $5587

Plate $402 Stipend reimbursement

$100

STT: 1/11 Env $400 Plate

STB: 1/11 Collection Env $250 Plate $84 Votive $15

‘We remember in our prayers,

Jim Oakgrove, Willie Strong, Harlan Waaraniemi
Bobby Fairbanks, Karen Fineday, JoAnn Blake,
Darwin McArthur Lisa Alexandropoulis, Patti
Stalberger,

Bonnie Lehrke, George Solmon, Lynda Hutlin,
Mary Ann

Tieken, Jeff Van Hecke, Charles Crommett, Mary
Dahlen Sullivan, Hank Zima, Kristi Fineday,
Laura Hudson, Dawson Hoban, Vaun Borgrud,
Kibby Sullivan, Mike Swan, Maise & Kenny
Blattenbauer, Jean Swartz,

Donna Buckanaga, Louise Christianson,
Members serving in the Military

and constant in safeguarding
the dignity of every human life.
Threugh our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives

and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
JANUARY 21 will focus on Safe Environment the
Circle of Grace Program. The goal of the Circle of
Grace Program is to educate and empower children
and young people to actively participate in safe
environment for themselves and others.

PARISH MEMBERS: If you would like to
donate cookies or bars for the evening session
contact Janet.

Volunteers are needed to sit in with classes, to
substitute catechists who have to miss a session and
to serve suppers. Please prayerfully joining our
Tekakwitha Center Team. We will train and mentor.
Contact Janet for info.

Family nights & classes for children and youth are
held on Wednesdays at St. Ann, Waubun,
September-May. Contact Janet for information on
program or to register.

We need catechists for after school sessions Grades
3 & 4. Please prayerfully consider joining our
Tekakwitha Center team. For more information
contact Janet 218 473-2101 or 218 261-0753.



I January 18, 2026
O o eWS S Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (4)
Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 /1 Corinthians 1:1-3/ John 1:29-34
ANNM GARRIDO

Of the many names Scripture provides to help us ponder the mystery of Jesus, one of the most intriguing
is the name that John the Baptist offers at the opening of today’s gospel: “Behold the Lamb of God!” (John
1:29).

Scripture scholars debate what John means here. Is he alluding to the Passover lamb—that unblemished
lamb whose blood the enslaved Israclites were to post over their doorways? The angel of death knew to “pass
over” these homes. Perhaps John was saying that by Jesus® blood, the people would be freed from death.

Or was John thinking about the guilt offerings mentioned in the Hebrew Scriptures when priests offered
animal sacrifices to God as a way of seeking the removal of their sins? Leviticus mentions use of a scapegoat
who would carry the sins of the people away into the desert. (See Leviticus 20-28.) Could John have
understood that Jesus would bear the sins of the world?

Or did John have in mind the great constellation Aries, the ram, considered the prince of the stars of the
sky, the center from whom all the other constellations were mapped in ancient times? Perhaps John was
pointing out that Jesus was the center around whom heaven and earth revolve, like the ruling lamb mentioned
in the Book of Revelation.

Today at Mass, when the host is elevated and you hear John’s words again—*Behold the Lamb of God!"—
take a moment to savor these words anew. @
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Dear Padre ..z

I thought only priests and bishops should distribute Holy Communion at Mass. In my parish,
the priest allows laypeople to help him, and | thought laypeople couldn’t because our hands
are not consecrated.

You're not the only person with this concern, so thank you for taking the time to write. The
distribution of holy Communion has nothing to do with "consecrated hands.” Ordinary ministers
of Communion include bishops and priests, as you rightly identify, but alse deacons and installed
acolytes. Of the four ordinary ministers, only the hands of bishops and priests are consecrated.
Laypeople are extraordinary ministers and are installed to help the priest so that everyone can receive
holy Communion without long lines or wearying the (sometimes elderly) priest. Most extraordinary
ministers of Communion approach this ministry very prayerfully.
Your question brings up the subject of the full participation of the laity in the Mass, which is part of

a highly contentious theological discussion on social media. There is an unfortunate conflict between
so-called “traditional Catholics” and “Vatican || Catholics” or, as they are often misrepresented,
“"Novus Ordo"” Catholics. Some Catholics are led to believe that the “new Mass” is not authentic,
even though it has been the ordinary form of the Mass for well over fifty years—that is, since the
authoritative Second Vatican Council. Many good and faithful people suffer with doubt and anxiety as
a result of this confusion. @

Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.crg
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